
 

 

 

 

 

 Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I hope you and all the children are keeping well and looking forward to the Summer holidays. We have once again 

reached the end of another school year. It has been a busy few months for all the boys and girls in Rylane National 

School. This school term has been full of academic, extra–curricular and sporting activities. It has been fantastic that 

we resumed again to a full year where the school opened throughout the entire academic school year. 

Since returning to school after the Christmas break, the children have been taking part in many activities. These 

have ranged from hurling and camogie Sciath na Scol competitions, Sciath na Scol Mhuscraí Indoor Hurling and 

Football Blitz, Rinka, Basketball, Swimming, Guest Speaker Workshops, School Tours, Sports Day, Sponsored Walk, 

Active Week, Cork Bike Week, Literacy Lift Off Programme and many more. The children have put in a huge effort 

into their academic and extra-curricular activities and we are delighted they are able to participate and interact in 

these activities with the help of their teachers, coaches and the involvement of their friends. 

This year marks the end of one chapter for thirteen 6th Class pupils and the beginning of a new chapter in a few 

months in Coachford College. To Dara, Sarah, Kevin, Aoife, Luke, Clodagh, Jack, Lauren and Eimear, you have been 

true role models as 6th Class pupils this year and you will be sadly missed in Rylane National School next year. We 

hope you enjoyed being able to celebrate your 6th Class Graduation with your friends and that you will take fond 

memories of your time here. I wish you all the best in Coachford College next year, take the education base you 

received here in Rylane National School over the past eight years with you and I have no doubt you will continue to 

flourish, develop and progress in all aspects of school life next year. You will always be welcomed back to Rylane 

National School in future years.  Go n-éirí an t-ádh libh. 

We look forward to welcoming 7 Junior Infants into Rylane National School at the end of August. To Páidí, Sophie, 

Odin, Fiadh, Liam, Jessie and Cillian, we hope you enjoyed your visit to the school last week and we have no doubt 

you will have great fun when you begin your education journey in Rylane National School in a few months. 

I would like to thank our hard-working, committed and inspiring teachers for their constant dedication and 

enthusiasm over the past year. To Mr. O’ Sullivan, Mrs. Murphy, Mrs. Kenny, Mrs. O’Brien Ms. Lanigan and Ms. Healy, 

thank you for your continuous support and guidance. To Noreen and Denise our Special Needs Assistants, Danielle 

our secretary, Eily-May our cleaning staff and David and Dermot our caretakers, we really appreciate the huge work 

they do every day in the school, for the benefit of all the children. We wish Ms. O’ Connell well next year as she takes 

a Career Break and continues her studies with CIT. 

I would like to thank the members of the Board of Management for their efforts and commitment over the past 

year. Thank you to Fr. Peadar Murphy P.P., Jerh O’ Sullivan, Seán Buckley, Deborah O’ Donovan, Martina Casey, 

Cal Hartnett and Breeda O’ Brien. Thank you for your support and guidance over the past year. I look forward to 

working with you all in the months and years ahead in helping to progress school development. 

The parents of all the children play a huge part in our school environment. Thank you for your continuous support, 

co-operation and generosity towards all the activities and fundraisers we have had throughout the school year. We 

really appreciate it. Thank you to the Gardening Committee parents for providing an opportunity for the children 

to explore activities in the polytunnel, an invaluable resource to our school and for displaying some beautiful window 

boxes around the front of the school. 
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The Parents’ Association is a crucial component of Rylane National School. Maria Buckley (Chairperson), Anne O’ 

Sullivan (Secretary) and Louise Barrett (Treasurer) work tirelessly to organise fundraising activities to raise much 

needed funds for the school. Thank you for the time and effort you give in sourcing resources and assisting in 

providing opportunities for all the children in the school. Your efforts are really appreciated. 

We hope you all have an enjoyable, safe and relaxing Summer Holidays. We are looking forward to seeing you all 

again on the 26th of August when we embark on a new school year.  

Thank you, 

Slán agus beannacht libh go léir.  

Brian Reidy (Principal) 

Engineers Week: Children took part in Engineers and Science Week in March, carrying out 

classroom experiments and problem-solving based activities. Children learned a range of new 

and exciting 

topics from 

various strands of 

the Curriculum.  

Seachtain na Gaeilge: We celebrated 

Seachtain na Gaeilge in school and shared the occasion with St. Patrick’s Day 

by getting the children to wear green.  

Odd Socks Day: All the children took part in Odd Socks Day to mark World 

Down Syndrome Day in March. The money raised was donated to Down Syndrome Cork. 

Easter Eggs: All the children received Easter Eggs which was kindly organised by Martina Casey and the Community 

Park Association. Thank you.  

Clothes Collection: We had a number of Clothes collections throughout the year which has proven to be a great 

fundraiser for our school.  

Literacy Lift Off: The Literacy Lift Off Reading Programme took place in Junior Infants to 2nd Class during this 

school term. The children enjoyed taking part in the programme and they made huge progress with their reading. 

Macroom Library Art Competitions: Well done to all the children who took part in the Macroom Library Art 

Competitions throughout the year. We had several winners throughout the year who collected prizes at the library. 

Handwriting Awards: All classes began a new programme of Cursive Writing in September. This initiative was part 

of our School Self-Evaluation (SSE). The ‘Go with the Flow’ Programme has been very beneficial to the children and 

the children are delighted to get their certificates in recognition of their efforts. 

Wellbeing Cards: To support wellbeing in the school, a ‘Wellbeing Postcard’ was introduced to reward children for 

any work completed in school, academic or non- academic. The cards, designed by past pupil, Celina Buckley have 

been posted home to children each month. All children have now received their postcards. Well done to all the 

children. 

Ms. O Connell Research: Ms. O’ Connell conducted some research with children from 1st -6th Class on their physical 

exercise in school. Children wore accelerometers around their waist for two weeks to collect the data. Ms. O’ Connell 



wished to add the following message “A sincere thanks to the pupils, staff and parents of Rylane National School for 

your support and contribution to my research study during this past school year.  I hope you all have a safe and 

enjoyable summer. Ms. O’ Connell” 

Emergency Works Application: The school has been successful in getting an emergency works grant for a new 

heating system in the hall. This will be installed over the summer months. 

Hall Kitchen: The Parents’ Association have organised for a new kitchen to be installed in the school Hall. This will 

be fitted in the summer. Thanks to Maria Buckley, Anne O’ Sullivan, Louise Barrett, Martina Casey, Michael O’ 

Sullivan and Mark O’ Brien for all the help in organising the kitchen. 

Gardening Committee: Thank you to the Gardening Committee of the polytunnel for all their help, especially in 

organising the wonderful flower boxes which are on display at the front of the school. They really brighten up the 

school building. 

Standardised Tests: Standardised Tests took place in the school in May. Junior Infants completed Bellfield, Senior 

Infants completed MIST and Early Drumcondra in Literacy and Numeracy. 1st – 6th Class completed Drumcondra 

Spelling, Literacy and Numeracy. 

Heating Oil Donation: Thank you to Daragh and Odharnait Donohoe for donating over 300 litres of heating oil to 

the school recently. 

Hurling/Camogie: Paddy Corkery has been coming to the 

school each Monday to train Juniors Infants to 2nd Class 

in hurling and camogie. Thank you to Paddy for his time 

and commitment to the school. Coaches from 

Aghabullogue GAA have also been coming 

into the school each Thursday training 

3rd – 6th Class 

hurling and 

camogie. 

Scholastic Book Fair: Scholastic Book fair took place on the week of the 24th May. Each class had their own day to 

purchase books. The children really enjoyed the opportunity to purchase a book in school. €1,300 was collected in 

the school. Scholastic will now give us a voucher for 50% (€650) to purchase library books for the school. Thank you 

to the parents for supporting. 

Basketball Hoops: New basketball hoops were purchased for the back yard recently. The children have enjoyed using 

these at break times and during PE time. 

Inspectorate Visit Re: Covid Compliance and Level 1 Child Protection Inspection: Michael Ryan, Regional School 

Inspector visited the school on Monday 31st May to carry Covid Compliance Checklist and Level 1 Child Protection. 

He inspected the school and spoke with all the teachers. He was very pleased with the procedures carried out in the 

school. 

RSE Talk for 5th and 6th Class Children: Therese Fennessy carried out a school workshop with 5th and 6th Class on 

RSE on Tuesday 1st June. Special thanks to Therese for travelling to the school to carry out this workshop. 

 



First Aid – CPR: Joanne Lyons came to the school on Friday 11th June to 

carry out a workshop on First 

Aid and CPR with children in 

5th and 6th Class. Thank you to 

Joanne for her time and 

commitment.  

 

Enrolment Ceremony/First Confession and Commitment Ceremony: Enrolment Ceremony, First Confession and 

Commitment Ceremonies took place in St. Olan’s Church, Rylane recently. Special thank you to Fr. Peadar for 

organising and facilitating these ceremonies and to Mr. O’ Sullivan, Mrs. O’ Brien and Ms. Healy for preparing the 

children in the respective classes. We hope to celebrate First Holy Communion and Confirmation in the next few 

months. 

Bicycle Parking: Green Schools installed Bicycle Parking on Wednesday, 16th June. This is a 

brilliant resource to keep children’s bicycles and scooters safe and weather proof.  

Farm Safe Schools Pilot Programme: All classes took part in 3 Modules on Farm Safe 

Schools Pilot Programme. Children completed activities and logged onto webinars and 

completed projects to highlight Farm Safety. We received a Farm Safe Star Award for all 

the work completed. 

Sponsored Walk: Children took part in a sponsored walk for the month of June. We encouraged the children and 

the teachers to do a lap of the village 

daily if possible. Each child received a 

sponsorship card and was presented with 

certificates and medals on the final day 

of the walk. We collected the amazing 

sum of € 2847.90. Thank you to the 

parents for supporting the children. 

  

5th and 6th Class Hurling and Football Match against 

Aghabullogue National School: Children in 5th and 6th 

Class went to Aghabullogue National School on Tuesday 22nd June to play a match against Aghabullogue National 

School. 



 
 

School Tours: Junior Infants to 2nd Class went to Millstreet Playground on 

Tuesday and Wednesday, 8th and 9th June. 3rd and 4th Class went to Farran 

Woods on Thursday 10th June and 5th and 6th Class went to Ballyhass 

Adventure 

Centre on 

Friday 4th 

June.  

    

 

 

5th and 6th Class Walk to 

Windfarm - 5th and 6th Class 

went on a walk to the local 

windfarm on Monday, 21st June. 

 

 

  

 



Sports Day: Sports Day took place in the school on Friday 18th May. We had a wonderful day in the sunny weather. 

Children were presented with medals for all 

their efforts on the day. Thank you to Ms. 

Lanigan 

and Mrs. O’ 

Brien for 

organising 

the events 

for Sports 

Day. An ice 

cream van 

was also 

organised for 

the 

children 

in the 

afternoon.  

   
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

6th Class Graduation: 

Graduation for 6th Class took 

place on Wednesday, 23rd 

June at 2 p.m. Class Hoodies, 

photo albums, certificates 

and medals were presented 

to all the children. Thank 

you to Mr. O’ Sullivan for 

preparing the children for 

the ceremony. 



Mrs Kenny:  

Mrs. Kenny’s final day of teaching in Rylane National School was 

22nd June and we will miss her both as a teacher and as a colleague. 

On behalf of the school, I would like to thank her for her dedication 

to the children in 3rd and 4th class over the past year and wish her 

and her family well next year. 

 

 

 

 

Wishing everyone a safe and fun summer and looking forward to welcoming everyone again when 

the school reopens on 26th August, 2021. 

Slán agus beannacht libh go léir. 

 

 

 

  


