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SCHOOL VISION STATEMENT 
 

 

The holistic development of the individual child in 

all the dimensions of his/her life – spiritual, moral, 

cognitive, emotional, imaginative, aesthetic, social 

and physical – in a comfortable and suitable 

environment, and in an atmosphere of happiness, 

equality and respect and that this development be to 

the extent that he/she can live life to the full and go 

forward confidently to the next stage of 

development and realize his/her full potential as a 

worthy, unique and special individual. 

 

1. Introductory Statement 

 

 

A review and analysis of the existing approaches and methodologies to teaching history was conducted as 

well as an audit of local features of historical interest.  

 

The importance of the inclusion of parents and local interests (historians, landowners) was agreed. Inclusion 

of children with special needs was deemed to be important. 

 

We have reached consensus as to how history will be taught in our school and the programme that will be 

followed going forward as part of the wider SESE programme. 

 

All teachers were involved in the process. 
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2. Rationale 

 

 

This plan is the structure through which the history programme of the Primary Curriculum will be delivered, 

having regard to local historical contexts and with particular reference to the children with special needs. 

 

 

3. Relationship to Characteristic Spirit of the School 

 

 

This plan is in keeping with our policy of holistic development of the child and facilitates the appreciation of 

self and locality. 

 

We recognise History as an integral element of Social, Environmental and Scientific education. We 

recognise the distinct role History has to play in enabling the child to explore and understand the natural, 

human, social and cultural environments in which he/she lives. We hope that historical education in our 

school will enable the child to investigate and examine critically significant events in their own immediate 

past, the past of their families and local communities and the histories of people in Ireland and other parts of 

the world. We believe that History develops an understanding of the actions, beliefs and motivations of 

people in the past and is fundamental to an informed appreciation of contemporary society and 

environments. We view history as having a distinct but complementary role together with geography and 

science within SESE and as a contributor to the wider child centred curriculum.  

 

 

4. Vision and Aims 

 

Vision 

 

It is the ethos of our school to enable each and every child to reach his/ her full potential. We are aware of 

the contribution SESE makes to the harmonious development of the child. We hope that by creating 

opportunities for children to experience a rounded historical education that is not exclusively focused on the 

transmission of a body of knowledge but that allows children to work as historians, children will help 

children to understand more fully the world in which they live, how events and personalities have shaped the 

home, locality and wider environments in which they exist. It is our vision that history in our school will 

enable children to understand the present by exploring the past before they begin to look towards the future  

 

Aims 

We endorse the aims of Social, Environmental and Scientific Education as outlined on page 12 of the SESE 

History Curriculum 

 

We endorse the aims of the SESE History Curriculum: 

 To develop an interest in and a curiosity about the past. 

 To make the child aware of the lives of women, men and children in the past and how people and 

events had an impact on each other. 

 To develop an understanding of the concepts of change and continuity. 

 To provide for the acquisition of concepts and skills associated with sequence, time and chronology, 

appropriate to the developmental stages of the child. 

 To allow the child to encounter and use a range of historical evidence systematically and critically. 

 To provide opportunities for the child to communicate historical findings and interpretations in a 

variety of ways. 
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 To foster sensitivity to the impact of conservation and change within the local and wider 

environments. 

 To help the child recognise and examine the influences of the past on the attitudes and behaviour of 

people today. 

 To encourage children to recognise how past and present actions, events and materials may become 

historically significant. 

 

(SESE History Curriculum Statement Page 12) 

 

Short-term Aims: 

 

We have made the following decisions to promote and develop the teaching and learning history in our 

school: 

 

 Audit of stories which will be used to enhance History.  

 Development of age-appropriate timelines in each class.  

 Collect and use different types of evidence for use in each class.  

 

 

5. Curriculum Planning 

 

1. Strands and Strand Units 

 

Each teacher is familiar with the strands, strand units and content objectives for his/her relevant classes. We 

are aware that infant classes to second class have to cover all strands and strand units and content objectives. 

From third to sixth class there is a menu curriculum from which we have chosen strand units. We are aware 

that we have to carry out two in depth studies each year from third class to sixth class level, one local and 

one national/international. Certain strand units are revisited throughout the school and covered in depth as 

the children progress; these strand units are recorded in the teachers’ planning. Equal emphasis is given to 

each strand and strand unit. A full range of objectives will be covered during each year. 

 

Junior and Senior Infants: 

We are aware that the content in history for the infant classes is confined to two strands  

 Myself and my Family  

 Story 

Each of these strands will be covered.  

We will ensure that the stories and other activities selected in the Infant classes will encompass a range of 

perspectives and will: 

 Introduce children to the lives of women, men and children from a range of social, cultural, 

ethnic and religious backgrounds. 

 Include studies from a wide range of human experience. 

 Come from local, national and international contexts. 

 

We endorse the emphasis this curriculum places on the exploration of personal and family history at this 

level and are conscious of the sensitivities some aspects of these topics may involve. 

 

First and Second Classes:  

We understand that the three strands that comprise the content of the History Curriculum at this level must 

be covered: 

 Myself and my Family 

 Change and Continuity 
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 Story 

 

We will ensure that the stories and other activities selected in the First and Second classes will encompass a 

range of perspectives and will: 

 Introduce children to the lives of women, men and children from a range of social, cultural, 

ethnic and religious backgrounds. 

 Include studies from a wide range of human experience. 

 Come from local, national and international contexts. 

 

 

We endorse the emphasis this curriculum places on the exploration of personal and family history at this 

level and are conscious of the sensitivities some aspects of these topics may involve. 

 

We agree that through local history children can readily acquire and practise historical research skills, they 

can become familiar with, and learn to value, the local environment and they can learn to appreciate the 

elements of the past which have given them and their locality a sense of identity. We endeavour to use our 

locality as a basis for local history projects and trails. 

 

We have discussed how to ensure Oral Evidence is incorporated and have discussed people in the area who 

may be willing to come to the school and speak to the children about the past. We are conscious of the 

planning and preparation that is vital for such a visit. We have a selection of artefacts which are available in 

the school to pupils and teachers. 

 

Third and Fourth Classes:  
We are familiar with the Strands that comprise the curriculum for Third/Fourth classes: 

 Local studies 

 Story 

 Early People and ancient studies. 

 Life, society, work and culture in the past. 

 Continuity and change over time. 

 

We are aware of the requirements of the ‘menu curriculum’ and collaborate as a staff when choosing the 

strand units to be covered at each class level. We are conscious of the spiral approach recommended in the 

curriculum in which some aspects of the past may be explored in increasing detail at a number of levels. 

 

In selecting Strand Units we will endeavour to ensure that: 

 The locality of the school is reflected in the programme 

 Children are introduced to the lives of women, men and children from a range of social, cultural, 

ethnic and religious backgrounds. 

 Studies from a wide range of human experience are included. 

 Local, national and international contexts are included. 

 

We will strive to ensure a balance between the development of skills and the acquisition of knowledge in our 

teaching of history. 

 

We understand that a strict adherence to a chronological treatment of Strand Units is not recommended in 

this curriculum because of the constraints this would impose on curricular planning. We are aware that the 

development of children’s chronological understanding can be fostered through the use of timelines, and 

will consider using timelines at all levels. 

 



Whole School Plan 

History 

 

7 

We agree that through local history children can readily acquire and practise historical research skills, they 

can become familiar with, and learn to value, the local environment and they can learn to appreciate the 

elements of the past which have given them and their locality a sense of identity. We endeavour to use our 

locality as a basis for local history and trail. 

 

We have discussed how to ensure Oral Evidence is incorporated and have identified people in the area who 

may be willing to come to the school and speak to the children about the past. We are conscious of the 

planning and preparation that is vital for such a visit. We have a selection of artefacts which are available in 

the school to pupils and teachers. 

 

Fifth and Sixth Classes: 

We are aware of the Strands that comprise the History Curriculum for Fifth/ Sixth classes: 

 Local studies 

 Story 

 Early people and ancient societies 

 Life, society, work and culture in the past 

 Eras of change and conflict 

 Politics, conflict and society 

 Continuity and change over time 

 

In selecting Strand Units we will endeavour to ensure that: 

 The locality of the school is reflected in the programme 

 Children are introduced to the lives of women, men and children from a range of social, cultural, 

ethnic and religious backgrounds. 

 Studies from a wide range of human experience are included. 

 Local, national and international contexts are included. 

 

We will strive to ensure a balance between the development of skills and the acquisition of knowledge in our 

teaching of history. 

 

We understand that a strict adherence to a chronological treatment of Strand Units is not recommended in 

this curriculum because of the constraints this would impose on curricular planning. We are aware that the 

development of children’s chronological understanding can be fostered through the use of timelines, and 

will consider using timelines at all levels.  

 

We endeavour to use our locality as a basis for local history and trail. 

 

We have discussed how to ensure Oral Evidence is incorporated and have identified people in the area who 

may be willing to come to the school and speak to the children about the past. We are conscious of the 

planning and preparation that is vital for such a visit. We have a selection of artefacts which are available in 

the school to pupils and teachers. 

 

2. Skills and Concepts Development 

Junior and Senior Infants 

We are aware of the skills at infant level. 

 

 Time and Chronology 

 Using Evidence 

 Communication 

 

At infant level strategies we may use to develop the child’s skills to work as a young historian will include: 
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 Sequencing activities-Ordering objects/pictures; Sequencing of artefacts from own personal past; 

sequencing of elements in a story etc. 

 Use of timelines 

 Using simple evidence: artefacts from own personal past: clothes, toys, birthday cards etc; 

photographs from own personal past 

 Allowing children opportunities to communicate an awareness of stories about the past in a variety 

of ways: listening to and retelling stories, drama, art work, ICT. 

 

First and Second Classes 

We are aware of the skills and concepts that children will continue to develop through engagement with the 

History Curriculum and by having the opportunity to Work as historians. 

 

 Time and Chronology 

 Change and Continuity 

 Cause and Effect 

 Using Evidence 

 Synthesis and Communication 

 Empathy 

 

Strategies we may use to develop the child’s ability to work as a young historian will include: 

 

 Sequencing activities: placing objects or pictures in historical sequence 

 Exploring instances of change and continuity in personal life, family and immediate local 

environment: looking at features which have changed or remained unchanged 

 Through examining the actions of a character in a story discuss the reasons for change and the effects 

of change. 

 Use of simple historical evidence: photographs, objects, memories of older people, buildings, stories 

and songs. 

 Allowing children opportunities to communicate an awareness of stories, people and events from the 

past in a variety of ways: writing, drama, ICT etc. 

 

Third and Fourth Classes 

We are aware of the skills and concepts that children will continue to develop through engagement with the 

History Curriculum and by having the opportunity to Work as Historians. 

 

 Time and Chronology 

 Change and Continuity 

 Cause and Effect 

 Using Evidence 

 Synthesis and Communication 

 Empathy 

 

Strategies we may use to develop the child’s abilities to Work as Historian will include: 

 

 Using timelines for children to record information about people and events. 

 Examining and using a wider range of historical evidence: photographs, pictures, objects, memories 

of older people, buildings, stories, songs, written sources, films, other media, ICT 

 Encouraging children to ask questions about a piece of evidence 
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 Enabling children to summarise information in and make deductions from a single source of 

evidence 

 Providing opportunities for children to use evidence and imagination to reconstruct elements of the 

past and communicate this understanding in a variety of ways 

 

Fifth and Sixth Classes 

We are aware of the skills and concepts that children will continue to develop through engagement with the 

History Curriculum and by having the opportunity to Work as Historians. 

 

 Time and chronology 

 Change and continuity 

 Cause and effect 

 Using evidence 

 Synthesis and communication 

 Empathy 

 

Strategies we will use to develop children’s skills to work as young historians will include: 

 

 Use of timelines 

 Enable children to use words, phrases and conventions associated with the recording of dates and 

time, such as BC, AD, Stone Age. Early Christian Ireland etc. 

 Allow children to develop some skills in the location and selection of evidence 

 Encourage children to compare accounts of a person or event from two different sources 

 Encourage children to use imagination and evidence to reconstruct the past in a variety of ways: oral 

language, drama, writing, art work, modelling, other media, ICT. 

 

3. Approaches and Methodologies 

 

Our History Curriculum states that one of the keys to successful history teaching is the use of a broad range 

of classroom approaches and methodologies. We are aware of the variety of approaches and methodologies 

outlined as particularly suited to history and will endeavour to employ as many as we can as appropriate to 

our individual circumstance. 

 

The range will include: 

 

 Story (pgs 65-71 TG) 

 Personal and family history (pgs 72-75 TG) 

 Using artefacts-visitors bringing artefacts e.g butter churn (pgs 81-86 TG) 

 Drama and role-play (pgs 109-113 TG) 

 Using pictures and photographs 

  Historical Society journals (pgs 87 -98 TG) 

 Use of the environment – 

 Oral evidence-questionnaires, interview, special visitors (pgs 77-80 TG) 

 Documentary evidence (pgs 104-108 TG) 

 Use of ICT (pg 114 TG) 

 

At present, due to the location of our school, we actively use our local environment. We will continue to 

make further use of this immediate resource by developing SESE trails for use with each class grouping. We 

will continue to build up resources and artefacts for other strands of the curriculum. Using artefacts, pictures 

and photographs are other methodologies we hope to prioritise.  
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4. Linkage and Integration 

 

Linkage 

We acknowledge that linkage and integration are recommended within the SESE curriculum. We hope to 

make a link between our history topics in so far as possible for the class levels. Teachers will explore 

possibilities for linkage across the History curriculum and will note such opportunities in their classroom.  

 

Integration 

We agree with the statement made on page 9 of the History curriculum that while History makes an 

important and distinctive contribution to the development of the child, historical education complements the 

growth of the child’s geographical and scientific learning. With this in mind, we will ensure to explore 

possibilities to integrate the SESE subjects. Important anniversaries, celebrations will be used to reinforce 

and consolidate the teaching of History on a thematic basis where appropriate. 

 

Multi-Grade Teaching: 

We may consider: 

o Using a thematic approach 

o Integration with other subjects in SESE – Geography and Science, SPHE, Language 

programme, Music, Drama 

 

5. Assessment and Record Keeping 

 

Assessment in History must seek to measure and report the child’s progress and achievements in all aspects 

of the curriculum. We will assess the following: 

 

 Progress in children’s knowledge about the past 

 Children’s ability to use and the development of historical skills 

 Development of children’s attitudes, interests, critical thinking skills 

 

As a staff we have discussed the purposes of assessment in history and reached a shared understanding of 

the assessment tools we will use. These will include: 

 

 Teacher observation (pgs 79,80 C.S) 

 Teacher designed tasks and tests (pgs 80,81 C.S) 

 

o Telling and re-telling of events and stories 

o Oral, written and pictorial accounts and descriptions of sites visited or people interviewed 

o Construction of timelines varying from simple episodes in a story, lines to more complex 

lines of historical periods 

o Work cards or activity sheets 

o Trail booklets which help the child to examine the evidence of the past in the environment or 

in an exhibition 

o Maps of historical sites 

o Role play or dramatising a conversation or event 

o Speculating on the feelings and emotions of others so as to create a spoken or written account 

(integration with English) 

o Model making 

o Drawings 

o Compilation of a book on a particular historical topic or the presentation of project work 

using information and communication technologies 
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o Projects completed on historical themes 

o Interactive, multi-media computer programs which enable children to explore historical 

topics 

o Results of the child’s independent historical research 

o Teacher-designed revision test on a unit of work 

 

Using a range of these learning activities means that assessment is intimately linked to the teaching and 

learning process and that the child’s progress is assessed in the context of the historical material with which 

he/she is familiar. 

 

 Work samples, portfolios and projects 

 Feedback from pupils and parents 

 

We are aware that the primary purpose underlying assessment in history is to enhance the learning 

experience of the child. 

 

6. Children with Different Needs 

 

We are aware of the distinct role history can play in the harmonious development of each and every child. 

We will do our best to ensure that all children have the opportunity to experience a rounded historical 

education. In the same way as we endeavour to provide for individual difference in every curricular area, we 

will also strive to make the history curriculum accessible to as many children as possible. In order to do this, 

we will consider: 

 

 Making an effort to create opportunities for hands on practical activities 

 Using a mixture of whole class teaching, focused group work or paired work, grouping children 

across the classes 

 Employing a variety of methodologies in the classroom 

 More-able pupils will be encouraged to carry out research in certain topic areas 

 Offer a variety of recording methods 

 

We endorse the emphasis this curriculum places on the exploration of personal and family histories at all 

levels and are very conscious of the sensitivities some aspects of these topics may require. In instances 

where it would be insensitive to explore a child’s own personal and family history we will consider the 

substitution of the personal and family history of another person. The curriculum unit allows for this within 

the strand unit ‘My family or a family of a person known to me’. 

 

7. Equality of Participation and Access 

 

Boys and girls will have equal access to a rounded historical education. 

By incorporating a range of approaches and methodologies we hope to make history accessible to as many 

children as possible. 

 

In planning our history curriculum, we will endeavour to ensure that children encounter a broad and 

balanced curriculum that: 

 Includes studies from local, national and international contexts 

 Explores the past from a range of perspectives 

 Explores the contribution of different ethnic and cultural groups, social classes and religious 

traditions 

 Includes a range of historical periods 

 Allows for the use of a wide range of evidence 
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 Includes a balance between the broad sweep of history and more intensive study of limited periods 

 Fosters the child’s sense of local, national and European identity 

 

Includes studies from local, national and international contexts 

 Explores the past from a range of perspectives 

 Explores the contribution of different ethnic and cultural groups, social classes and religious 

traditions 

 Includes a range of historical periods 

 Allows for the use of a wide range of evidence 

 Includes a balance between the broad sweep of history and more intensive study of limited periods 

 Fosters the child’s sense of local, national and European identity 

 

 

 

 

8. Organisational Planning 

 

Timetable 

 

In keeping with the recommendations in the Primary School Curriculum Introduction (p70) a minimum of 

three hours will be allocated to SESE per week, from first class to sixth, and two and a quarter hours with 

infant classes.  

On occasion, time will be blocked as appropriate. This might occur when: 

 Working on a project 

 Exploring the local environment 

 Devising and undertaking a local trail 

 

Teachers will consider the use of discretionary curriculum time for SESE when appropriate. The application 

of the time will be flexible to allow for the requirements of specific circumstances e.g. swimming, sports, 

athletics, football and hurling competitions, confirmation, communion, Christmas play etc.  

The one essential is that the yearly strands be completed as planned. 

 

9. Resources and I.T. 

 

We have done an audit of our historical resources and have decided to store them in our individual 

classrooms.  

 

10. Health and Safety 

 

The teaching of History in Rylane National School will, at all times, be governed by our Health & Safety 

Policy. 

 

11. Individual Teacher’s Planning and Reporting 

Individual teachers take the programmes of work for their individual classes and will go into more detail re 

content, skills, resources needed, methodologies, recording of work and assessment in their own short term 

planning. 

Cúntais Míosúil assists in evaluating progress in History and informs future teaching. 

Parents are informed of children’s progress at History at parent teacher meetings and end of year reports. 

 

12. Staff Development 
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Teachers are encouraged to try out different teaching methodologies and to share this with peers. Teachers 

have access to reference books and materials to further their knowledge. 

We will attend in-service training as appropriate and will consider any workshops/courses that become 

available. 

 

13. Parental Involvement 

As personal and family history is such an integral element of the history curriculum parents and 

grandparents have an important role to play in developing the child’s sense of his/her own personal past and 

in nurturing a sense of the value of this past.  Parents and grandparents may be asked to source 

photographs/artefacts from the children’s and their own personal past. 

The unique story of the local area is another aspect of the history curriculum where parents and grandparents 

can make an important contribution. 

We recognise the wonderful resource that parents and grandparents provide in the area of Oral evidence and 

are at all times conscious of the need to involve parents and grandparents in the history curriculum. 

 

14. Community Links 

We have discussed people in the local community who may be willing to visit the school and talk to the 

children about the past; to bring artefacts to show the children; to share some of their knowledge about the 

local environment both with the teachers and the children. 

 

15. Places of Historical Interest 

We intend to explore our local area with the children and to consider visiting other places of historic interest 

in the context of our annual school tour. 

 

 

6. Guidelines 

 

Historical skill 

Time and chronology 

Change and continuity 

Cause and effect 

Using evidence 

Synthesis and communication  - Imaginative construction of the past and  

                                                     communication of this e.g. making a model of a 

                                                     castle or role play 

Empathy                                    - The ability to appreciate how events in the past 

                                                     appeared to those living at the time  

Mythological history module to be included 

Projects and visits/walks to areas and sites would be part of the programme 

History methodologies               - p. 2 Training Day    

 

                                 

7. Success Criteria and Assessment 

 

We will use the following criteria to assess the success of this plan 

 

 Evidence that pupils are engaging in studies from personal to local, national and international history 

 That history is defined as an attempt to reconstruct and interpret the past as well as the past itself 

 Our yearly and classroom planning is based on the Whole School Plan 

 There is a balance between skills and content 

 Development of historical skills throughout the classes  
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 Integrated themes are being developed across the school, using a whole school approach.  

 Use of timelines throughout the school 

 That the curriculum is spiral and developmental in its structure 

 Classes engaged in outdoor observation and trails of the local environment 

 Photographs, displays, use of artefacts and evidence in classes 

 Procedures outlined in this plan consistently followed throughout the school 

 Children’s feedback 

 Teacher/parent feedback 

 Inspectors’ suggestions/feedback 

 

 

8. Roles and Responsibility 

 

All the teachers are responsible for the implementation of the history curriculum in their own classrooms. 

Teachers will be encouraged to present feedback during staff meeting on review of history. 

 

It is essential that all teachers abide by this policy. 

 

It is the responsibility of all teachers to prepare short and long-term plans. 

 

 

9. Review 

 

This Subject Plan will be reviewed every 4 years. 

 

 

10. Responsibility 

 

The principal will be responsible for organising the review but individual teachers have responsibility to 

request a review if they feel that circumstances demand it. 

 

 

11. Ratification and Communication 

 

This plan was ratified by the Board of Management on 22nd June 2021. 

 

Signed: Fr. Peadar Murphy P.P.      Date: 22nd June 2021 

Chairperson, Board of Management. 

 

Signed: ______________________        Date: 22nd June 2021 

Principal, Rylane National School. 
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